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Organizations and Community Groups come together to release an open letter calling on 
Deutsche Bank to divest from the DAPL (Dakota Access Pipeline) 

 
Berlin, Germany - Community Groups and organizations publish an open letter to Deutsche 
Bank demanding that it completely divest from Sunoco Logistics Partners L.P., Energy Transfer 
Equity, L.P. and Energy Transfer Partners, L.P., all of whom have directly financed the DAPL. 
 
In violation of treaty rights, the DAPL will move 570,000 barrels of crude oil a day across the 
Missouri River which is less than a mile upstream from Standing Rock Sioux territory. Doing so 
will endanger the drinking water of 18 million people and the Ogallala Aquifer. The project has 
been implemented despite overwhelming resistance from the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, 
hundreds of other Native nations in North America, as well as social and environmental justice 
organizations around the globe. 
 
Local activist and educator Katherine Spingarn says, “We are urging Deutsche Bank to meet 
their own responsibility standards. Why is Deutsche Bank financing DAPL while simultaneously 
publicly distancing itself from it? This is an unjustifiable position! We are calling on Deutsche 
Bank to completely and immediately divest itself from DAPL as well as the companies that are 
directly funding it.”  
 
With increasing frequency money is being pulled out of this highly unethical project. In February 
of this year, the German bank Bayern-LB divested itself, thereby joining a number of tribes, 
cities, banks, and individuals that have already divested from DAPL. This has created a 
precedent in the German context that will allow Deutsche Bank to follow in their footsteps.  
 
If you are part of an organization that is interested in signing onto the open letter, click here. 
Individuals can sign the petition demanding Deutsche Bank divest from DAPL, by clicking here.  
 
To follow updates:  
https://wasseristlebenberlin.wordpress.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/wasseristlebenberlin/ 
 

### 
 
Wasser ist Leben Berlin is a group that is committed to fighting for indigenous sovereignty and 
ending environmental racism. It was formed in response to the international call from the 
Standing Rock Sioux tribe to divest from the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL). 
 
 
 


